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no breastplate or shield. Their eyes sparkled with
ferocity when a battle was coming on, and they stood
with the butt end of their pikes planted against their feet
so as to meet the charge of the Moorish horsemen, by
spitting the animal in the breast, and then cutting down
the rider as he fell. In the next generation, one of these
men was made prisoner by the French,who looked at him
as a curious wild animal. His dress was a short frock,
girt round him with a rope ; a cap of undressed leather,
with buskins and sleeves of the same. He was lean
and sunburnt, with bushy black hair and beard ; and
the French knights laughed at him ; but he challenged
anyone of them to fight, provided he might have his
liberty if he were the victor. A young knight mounted
his horse and charged him ; and in an instant he had
pierced the chest of the horse and cut the lace of the
knight's helmet in preparation for the death-blow, but
he was withheld.. The promise was kept—he was set
free; and his master, the King of Aragon, released
ten Frenchmen as making up his equivalent.
These were the men who made up the dense bodies
of Spanish foot, savages in life and habits, and scarcely
living save for the deadly frontier warfare which flowed
onward ever a little farther south. A professed Almo-
gavar could have been little better than a beast of
prey ; but to have served among these men for a
season or two was considered a needful qualification
for a complete Spanish'warrior.
An adalidj who was a sort of captain, and had the
command of these men, was always to have been one
of them, and he could only be appointed by the king
or count after twelve adalides had declared upon oath
that he had the four great qualifications of an adalid,
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